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Give Ear.O Shepherd of Yirael, thow that 
_leadeft Jofeph like a Flock, thou that- 


wad E.c8, © Oo UnRb 8B. Ee 


~* 


_ adwelleft between the Cherubims, fhine > 
, forth... Before Ephraim, and Benjamin, » 
. and Manafeh, fiir up thy firength and, - 


come and fave us. Turn. us agam, O . 


God, and’caufe thy Face to fhine, and - 


. we Shall be faved. 


ae T Sse church and people of God in 


whe wise dark and troublefome times. 
Seen ‘What particular troubles the 
eA Ifrael of God were under at 
that time is not faid: But this we find their 
troubles were fo grievous and oppreffive, that 
. tears 


FSSLESuIs is a Pfalm prepared for thes 
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tears were the meat. and, the.drink..they.fed:. 
upon ; and by the peculiar difficulties ‘and = 
oppreflions they were under, they.became a . 
reproach to their neighbours, and @ derifion 
to their enemies, as appears from the sth 
and 6tl eae of the context. Now.the 
Pfalmift_having a deep fenfé of, and) tender 
fympathy with his brethren the people of 
God, betakes himfelf to humble and fervent 
peer mene the matter with-God, -that- 
he would appear in tender mercy for them, 
that he would fhine forth, and ftir up his 
ftrength and come and fave thénisBy-which 
the devout Pfalmift teaches the people of 
God whither to go, and to whom ‘to betake 
themfelves, in all their dark; perplexed and 
diftreffing times; even to the great God him- 
felf; ‘and that'in the way of huinble; fervent 
prayer, pleading and filling our mouths with 
— ments, that’ he would appear *for our 
help and falvation. — 9 8 8 
Let us give a diftinét~ confideration to 
the feveral things contained in our text, which 
affords us fome of the beft inftru&ions under.‘ 
out prefent dark, threatning and perplexed — 
times. 19, GARD Seana I 
I. Let us confider the feveral +titles and ; 
> characters with, and by which the 
Pfalmift addreffes bimfelf in his prayers * 
and fupplications.- $2! 219 Rees 


Wi. Let 


c tr tbe iit itfelf in the 
articles thereof, by “which ‘be 
Aes  Maddeoflet ‘himjelf to! God in bebalf of bis 
_ ‘church and: people, in their dark. and 
~ 1s perplexed times.. 

—¢ all. Thenler as ‘confeder the Pfaliifp's boly 
~ confidence im God sforfaloation to bis 
ehureb and people. 

ae Lebas confider the titles ahd charatlers 

- with, cand ly-whith he addreffes the Divine 

eMaefy peer errr ‘the church and 


ems as Shepherd of I/rael, who Ieadeth 
= ofeph asa flock ; who dwelleth between the 
» cherubims ; cand that-goeth before epee 
and Benjamin, and Manaffb. 
~ Abts He addreffes himfelftoGod asthe; efip- 
herdof bis people,and who led them‘asa flock. 
_Godis thergreat“fhepherd ‘of ‘his’ people, 
sanded -is frequently fpoken-of under this’ cha- 
oratter, Pfali23.: 1. TheLord ismy Shepherd : 
So Ecclefi-12. 11. OurLord Jefus Chrift 
_the Son of God-isinegimore efpecial man- 
‘ner-fet forth under:this:: schlarktter : ‘Phus it 
_4s-prophefied of: him, Hfaiah' 46. rr. Andhe 
hall: feed: his’ flock, that is*his: church, like a 
-Shephetd : So Ezek. .34.'23. And I will fet 
up one Jhepherd over them, ‘and “he-fkall 
feed them, even ‘my fervant’David, that 
is Chrift the fon of David, thall feed 
them 


grate 
them and he fhall be their /hepherd. Our 
Lord Jefus Chrift when. he appeared in 
the. world took this character to himfelf. 
I am the good /hepherd.*. The Apoftle 
{tiles him the /hepherd and bifhop of our 
fouls ;+ and the great fhepherd of the fheep 
thro the everlafiing covenant.~ 
Now to confider Chrift as the great fhep- 
herd of his people, is to confider Him as 
king and head of his church ; who has the 
entire care, government and difpofal of ‘his 
church in his own hands. It implies his 
kingly power and authority exercifed for the 
good, fafety and comfort of hischurch. And 
hence David’s advancement to the throne of 
Ifrael is fet forth .by his. being taken from 
being a fhepherd of the fheep literally, to 
his being the thepherd of his people Ifrael. 
He chofe David alfo his fervant, and took 
him from the fheepfold, from following the 
ewes great with young, and brought him to 
. feed Jacob his people, and Irael his inheri- 
tance. He fed them according to the in- 
tegrity of his heart and the {kilfulnefs of 
his hands.§ And hence a King and Shep- 
herd are fpoken of fynonimoufly as figni- 
fying the fame thing. And David thy fer- 
vant fhall be king over them, and they fhall 
all have one /hepherd. | And 


© John x5. 14. 7 1 et.2..25. t Heb. 13. 20. 
& Pigl. 78.°70,. 73. lj Ezek. 37. 245 


ot we 
God's being the fhepherd of his peo- 
ple Ifrael, was a title that carried great 


ehcouragement for their addreffes to him at 
all times, efpecially in times of trouble, 
darknefs and perplexity, when they knew not 
what to do nor which way to go ; it afforded 
eat fupport and comfort to them to think 
they had fuch a fhepherd, fuch an all-fuffici- 
ent Saviour to go toin all their times of need. — 
—For as a fhepherd, a wife, good and faith- 
ful fhepherd, leads, rules and feeds his flock, 
and proteéts and defends it againft its ene- 
ties ; fo God’s being their fheplerd led 
them to expeét infinitely more from God, 
the great and the good fhepherd, than from 
the beft of earthly fhepherds. Thus we 
fee what great and good things the Pfalmift 
expeéted from the confideration of God’s 
being his fhepherd. The Lord is my fhep- 
herd, J /hall not want, he maketh me to lie 
down in green paftures : He leadeth me be- 
fide the ftill waters, He reftoreth my foul, 
He leadeth me in the paths of righteoufnefs 
for his name fake: Yea though I walk thro’ 
the valley of the fhadow of death, I will 
fear no evil, for thou art with me. Thy 
rod and thy ftaff comfort me.* Well there- 
fore might thePfalmift with holy confidence 
call upon Gad to give ear as the ne age 
B o 


* Pial. 23. 3, 2, 3s 
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of Ifacl.: -For to whom willa flock, a peor 
oF hbo Hock go but to their shepherd. 
for direétion and affiftance, for fupport anc 
fupplies ? Surely this » uft needs be the fup- 
port and comfort, the fafety and happinels 
of the church and people of God at all, 
times; to view Himas their fhepherd. What 
a mighty encouragement is it for the REP’: 
of God to pray, and what holy confidence. 
does it-give us in prayer, to beable to fay, 
the Lord is our fhepherd, and we are his. 
people, the fheep of his pafture ? For what. 
i" this lead us to expect ; but that this. 
sod will efpoufe our caufe if it be good. 
and. sighteous, that he _will . defend. 
us, and provide for, us ; that he will 
lead us to green paftures. befides_ the 
ill waters : That. ¢ will watch over us 
by night and by day; that he will defend 
us from ovr enemies, and proteét us in all 
times. of danger: and that if He does fuffer 
his church fometimes for their fins, to be 
worried by the cruel ravages of others : 
and for the exercife of their faith and pa- 
tience, yet he will appear and deliver them 
out of the jaws of theoppreflor: Andin fhort 
will fo protest his flock from all the cruel de- 
fignsof their enemies,that the gates of Hell, 
the powers of darknefs fhall not prevail 
again them.—This great fhepherd, the head 
i, Se 
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es S| 
gommander of his people,inay fuMér the 
a and other enemies of the church of 
O fage, to imagine vain things: He 
“may permit the kings of the earth, to” fet 
~~ themfelyes, and the rulers to take counfel 
 “againftthe Lord and againft his anointed, 
faying, let.us break ¢ rages afunder,and 


heit 
caft away their cords from us: But this great 
fhepherd who fiieth in the heavens hal 
augh, the Lord fhall have them in derifion* 


And when God, for the correétion of his 
“church and people, when they decline from 
his ways, fuffers the efiemies thereof to 
“opprefs, to worry and tafe and fcatter the 
“flock ; yet if they repentand retitn he will 
“recover and gather them again. The Boar 
Bea yood may waftcit ; and the beaft 
“of the field may devour it, for a while ; yet 
this great and good fhepherd will not utrer- 
ly leave his flock : But will return and vific 
and gather them. Ina little wrath I hid my 
“face from them, for a moment: But with 
everlafting kindnefs will I have mercy on 
thee, faith the Lord thy redeemer.¢ So that 
this charaéter of a fhepherd affords abui- 
dant encouragement to the people of God 
to cry to him, and hope and truft tn him. 
adly. The Pfalmift addreffes himfelf to 
God, as dwelling between the Cherudpns. * 
, Thos 


Plas &. Ty 2) 3 + Ifsiah 4. &. 
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© Thou that dwellef between theCherubims. 


Now for the underftanding this character, 
and to know what is meant by it, we may 
look into the 25th of Exodus 11th verfe 
and fo on; where we find the appointment 
of an ark to be made, the ark of the tefti- 
mony ; becaufe in it was depofited the tef- 
timony whichGod gave to Ifrael ; and upon 
this ark of teftimony was placed the mercy- 
Jeat cxaétly of the fame length and breadth. 
‘And there were two cherubims of glory to 
be made and placed at the two ends of the 


mercy feat, one at one end, and the other 


at the other end ; with their wings ftretched 
out on high covering the mercy feat. Now 
when the ark was thus prepared, and the 
mercy feat placed upon it, and the cheru- 
bims placed at each end of the fame ; fays 
God to Mofes 22d ver. THERE I will meet 
with thee, and will commune with thee; from 
aboye the mercy feat between the two che- 
rubims, which are upon the ark of the tefti- 
mony ; of all things which I will give theein 
commandment unto the children of Ifrael. 
So that the ark, and the mercy feat, andthe 
cherubims of glory, were the fymbols or 
tokens of the divine prefence ; this was the 
place whereGod met, and communed with his 
people Ifrael, delivering his oracles and com- 
mandments to them: And as the cherubims 

were 


tae. 

wargserie. of one nd and the other onthe 
othe the ark and mercy feat ; fo 
stig os the'divine prefence were. ed 
“tween thofe cherubims that overfhadowed 
ne mercy feat: For there it was that God 
- manifefted himfelf and his mind unto his 
- people. Accordingly: weread,* That when 
Mofes went into the congregation to _fpeak 
_with God, he heard the voice of one fpcak- 
ing to him from off the mercy feat,that was 
the ark«  theteftimony. from between 
. cherubims,and he fpake unto him.— 

sions we fee the meaning of this charaéter ; 
_ That dwelleft between the cherubims. The 
ark or cheft containing the law or teftimo- 
“ny, and the mercy feat placed upon it ; and 
God dwelling or manifefting himfclf upon 
this mercy feat, ferves to fet forth, that not- 
-withftanding the inviolable regard God has 
to his own holy law ; yet in and through 
Chrift the Mediator, who has made atonc- 
ment for our breaches of the divine law,He 
exhibits himfelf even to finners upon a mer- 
_cy feat, ready to fhew mercy to them, not- 
: inheotivg their manifold tranfgreflions of 
thé divine law. And the two cherubims 
_ between which he dwelt, as manifcfting 
his merciful regards to the finful children 
ef men, fignify to us that the holy angels 
are 


_* Num. 7. 39. 
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“are heartily pleafed at God's exhibiting bim- 
‘felf on a feat of mercy to fome who had 
“tranfgrefs’d his holy law. And the angels 
looking down earneftly upon the mercy feat, 
fignifies that this was fuch a myftery of love 
and grace,that the angels defired to lookinto.* 
And they are reprefented on the mercy feat 
“as upon the wing, ready in a moment to 
‘fulfil the kind purpofes of God for the de- 

fence and fafety of his church and people. 
_ Now this is a charaéter that might 
“well encourage the devout Pfalmift in his 
prayer to God: For to fay, Thou that dwel- 
left between the cherubims, was as much as to 
‘fay, Thou who art pleafed to exhibit thy 
felf to us ona mercy feat, ready to fhew 
mercy and favour to us,according to all that 
our cafe calls for, It is as much as to fay, 
O thou that heareft prayer, and that dwellett 
between the cherubims, grant us to fee that 
‘thou haft cherubim and feraphim at thy 
‘command: that as they all furround thy 
‘throne, they are ready with their wings 
{pread abroad, to be the fpeedy executioners 
of God’s will, for the prefervation and in- 
largement of his church, and for the deftruc- 
tion of her enemies. Thou that dwelle/ bee 
tween the cherubims, intimating that they 
are all and every one at hiscommand: that 
he 
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duels , sys 
pin time of need;*. And, 
im_ as dulling.b between 


ara ete } ; < 
aragement. for. prayer, 
in prayer 3 That at 


(. 6° J 
God is in the heavens, that he dwells be- 


tweért the cherubims, and has all thofe hea- 


venly hofts at his command, to employ juft 
as -He pleafes for the good of his church, 
and fafety of his people. _Chrift obferved 
to his difciples, when he was apprehended of 
the chief priefts, and the multitude of foldi- 
ets with them ; thatif he fhould pray to his 
Fathet,he would prefently fend him more than 
twelve legions of angels forhis help & fuccour.* 
And Oh! the multitude of kind offices 
which have been done for us by the miniftry 
of angels which we have been infenfible of ! 
When the city was befieged by an hoft of 
chariots and horfes from the king of Syria, 


to take the prophet Elifha; the prophet’s - 


fervant was greatly diftrefled at the fight of 
them : But upon Elifha’s prayer, the young 
manti's eyes were opened, and he faw the 
mountain full of of horfes and chariots of 
fire round about Elitha, which were fo many 
angels to fafeguard the man of God.f And 
confidering God as dwelling between the 
cherubims, we have abundant encouragement 
to hope that upon our humble and fervent 
prayers, God will fend them’ forth for the 
fafety and defence of his church and people. 
The chariots of God are twenty thoufand,even 
thoufands of angels, the Lord is among them 
we in 
* Matt. 26: 53. 4 2 Kings 6. 17, x 


, if refi t 
1 immediately after - 
are 


‘was to fet forward 
bes Leviees “in? the 
Now immediately after 


f 3 J 
the ark and tabernacle on the weft fide, was 
the ftandard of the campof Ephraim, and 
with him Benjamin and Manaffeh, the three 
tribes here mentioned. So thatEphraim, and 
Benjamin, and Manafleh, were the three 
tribes, that marched next to the ark and 
tabernacle, and followed at a proper 
diftance after it. So here the Pfalmift 
confiders God who dwelt between the che- 
rubims, as encamping and marching before 
thefe three tribes, who had the priviledge of 
following after theark of the divine prefence. 


Now the Pfalmift,we may fuppofe,mentions 


this inhis addrefs to God, as what might en- 
courage him to pray and excite. faith in 
prayer. He pleads in this, that as God 


- qwent before thefe tribes thro’ the wildernefs 


to featter their enemies, and make way for 
them to pafs fafe to the promifed land: So 
that now he will give ear and go ftill before 
them for their help and deliverance from 
any difficulties they were then under. It 
muft needs have been a great comfort, and 
encouragement to thetribes of Ifrael,that the 
Lord was with them ; that by the fignal 
tokens of his prefenee he marched at the 
head of them, to lead and guide them in 
the right way, the way wherein he would 
have them to go, and deliver them from all 
the difficulties that were before them. This 

was 
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ve courage and comfort to the. 
ael of God, that they could fee and fay 
the Lord was with them, and went before 
them. How fupporting, animating and 
‘comforting was it to Ifrael in their journey 
‘thro’ the wildernefs, when the ark fet for- 
sward, and thofe tribes followed atter, to have 
thofe words uttered by Mofes as in Numb. 
10. 35, 36. Rife up Lord, and let thine ene- 
“mies be feattered, and thofe that hate thee fice 
fore thee : and when the ark refied,to fay, 
Return, O Lord, unto the many thoufands of 

thine Vrael. a 
As this was the happy cafe of the 
Ifraelites in general, and gave them great 
‘ground of faith and holy confidence in 
prayer, ‘that God was in the midft of 
_ ‘them: So any evident tokens of the divine 
prefence with a people, afford abundant en- 
‘couragement for prayer,and will excite faith 
in prayer: And indeed what greater encou- 
agement for prayer, than to find that God 
4s with us of a truth? What confidence does 
this give'a people of their prefent fafety, to 
‘be well perfuaded that God is in the midft 
of them? What holy confidence did this 
j thePfalmift, with refpect to the church 
Bed, as he expreffes it,* God is zu the 
aft of her, fhe fhall not be moved ; God 
St. Shalt 


© Pisl. 46. 5, 6, 7 
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IL help her, and that right-early + The 
heathen raged, the kingdoms were moved ; 
uttered his voice, the earth melted. The 
Lord of hofts 4 is with us, the God of Jacob i 4 
our Ne Rlo ig pe eee RI) 2-22 
_ Thus much for the titles and charac: 
ters by shin he Pls nift addreffes God in 
The Shepherd of Peg Modoc) 
Fole, ehh. Oe a flock, who ——- 
cherubims, and who goes before bie pro 
fed Benjamin, and Manaffeh. 


“IL. Tnow proceed to the ren ee 
-*. head, viz..To confider,the prayer zt/elf 
Py ind» by which he addreffes, himjelf toG od 

Sor bis church and people, test pre: 
oh jo die id. hvonblelane tikes 

= thing which he pani ed 

ea {tly befp aks i is, that God. would 
gine Cary that he would lenda li yung ear to 
Faas prayers... 

. Thus he begins. his soomets faying, Give 
ear. O fhepherd-of Irael, &c. This is the 
firlt thing he afks of Ged, that he would 
be pleafed to hear his requefte. When, he 
begs of God to give ear, he does not intend 
merely that He would give him:the b@ar 
fo.as “barely to know what -he -wanted 
‘defired of Him : But afks that Tegmald 
‘anfwver his requeft, and paarnnn the angrey 

he 


i 


——— 


a 


f s2 7 


into him, as we may ftrongly argue ac- 
cording to the Pfalmift, * He that formed 
the eye, fhall not he fee? He that planted 
the ear, fhall not he hear? Surely he who 
made the feeing eye, and the hearing ear, 
can himfelf both fee and hear. In fhort, 
God is omnifcient, and confequently fees 
and hears and knows every thing about us. 
Thou knoweft my down-fitting, and mine 
up-rifing, and art acquainted with all my 
ways: There is not a word in my tongue, 
but lo, O Lord, thou knoweft it altogether. 
And now in this fenfe of hearing, God hears 
the prayers of all, of the finner as wellas of 
the faint. He hears them,as heperfed@tly knows 
every thing that is faid or done in heaven 
or on earth, and byall the Inhabitants there- 
of. Such knowledge is too wonderful for 


us, and we cannot attain unto it ; but eafy 


to him whofe underftarding is infinite. 
sur then, - 

2dly. He is the great hearer of prayer in 
another fenfe ; even as he grants the requefis 
of Juch as afk in a right manner. 

This is the fenfe of hearing that is to the 
purpofe,and what is generally underftood by 
hearing our prayers ; and what the people 
of God mean when they pray that God 
would hear them when they call, and be at- 

tentive 
* Plat. 94. 9. + Pfal. 139. 2, 4 


ao nayen fhall not 
heard and anfwered. 
| are offered up in 


a ee) ee 


ive ear O fhep- 
begins his de- 


ly. befpeaking the 


divine 
4 Taiah 3, -25- 


2 +t Pal. 66, 18, 


ree 
vin@dudiehee: Bow down thine car, O 
word, hear Te O Lord Géd of my faod 
E have cried day’and night before thee: 
£y bet my 7 eoine! before thee, ineliné 
ri Se at the conife- 


jn i aeaeee he heard 
to forgive, and do 0, according to. what theit 
special cafe might éalk forif =: © es" 
And thus” he beconics us, When we are 
Rites addrefs the Divine Majetty i in devout 
and folemn prayer, to intreat and befeech 
him co hear when we call; and to plead 
the matter with him, that he would hear if 
ea d do, a ) © all 


“matiy thin ea hey God, 
to hear ater eall, and which arguings | 
pleadings will be pleafi ing to him, and 
Rercoatenit with him. Thus we nay plead 
with God, and that truly, and Ge heaiand and 
‘Bfentinves effe@uall lly, 
- “fds Firtt of albour own indigence, weak=. 
nef, and the abjdlute need we fond in of 
Etim to hear, help and fave us. 
- ‘That we are poor, weak esediend crea= 
tures’ is trues and God would have us fen- 
. fible 
* Poh £6.20 T+ Pade ag. 4,2. f x Kings. 29,30. 
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oy) We may and we ought ‘to: plead the 
power and the allpificiency of God, to heat 
and help us when we cry unto him: 
“Wien we cry | to God to give:car to our 
fupplication, we may*plead with him, that 
Jet the cafe’ be what it will; he is abundantly 
able. to’ help” us : ~ We may plead with 
Kini, thatall power in heaven’and earth be- 
longs to him: We may plead thatin his 
Rand is power and might; and‘ehat He can 
do every thitig; yea excéeding abundantly 
above alt that’ we are ite to afk, of ever 


to think: 


eB “Again: We: agp lead sith God to 
ae us when’ we' call, irom the afte 

Gy mere and compafion Swans 

Teig foie the’ i sodnefs: aid com- 

n° OF God that Hie ever hears and ans 

fwer's when we eall bpon him. And we 
Er rconcs 2 plead thar he would’ extend’ 

h goodnefS and: coinpaffion tos. “We 
fray plead and fay in‘all our perplesities, 


--Gifficulties and dangers’ with the Pfalmift, 


Thou’O Lord our God are a God full of 
compaffion, atid gracious, long-fuffering and 
plenteous in mercy andi truth, O turn unto 
me,and Kave mercy upon me. fe 
“4: “Again, Weenray plead tbe eae: fe of 
God to hearus when we oan 
We 


© Pal. 86. s5, 16. 


I. 50,05. f Math. 7. i. 
ort mies 2 hex Ss 
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Maying, confider this nation is thy people*. 


- Go theProphet pleads faying, behold, fee we 


"befeech thee, we are all thy people ; there- 
fore be not wroth very fore, O Lord, neither 
remember iniquity foreverf. 

6. Again. We may plead former inftances 
of God’s hearing and helping in times of 
‘trouble. — vs Re Ai. 

So pleads thePfalmift, hear me when I call, 


‘© God of myrighteoufnefs : Thou haft en- 


larged me when I was in diftrefst. The righte- 
ous cry and the Lord heareth. This poor 


. man cried and the Lord heard him. “And 


may we notplead that he is the fame prayer- 
hearing God that ever he was? So’ far 
as we have tafted and feen that the Lord is 
good and gracious, and have been heard in 
‘any of our prayers, this may encourage us to 
go onin prayer, and plead for further fal- 
vation and deliverance. ; 

4, Again. In pleading with God to hear 
us when wecry, we muft be able to plead 


the righteou/ne/s of our cau/fe. 


We mutt be able to plead with David and 


fay, hear me when I call, O God of my righte- 


oufnefs, or of my righteous cause ; as it is 
fometimes rendered§. The righteous Lord 
loves rightcoufnefs,and his countenance doth 
‘behold the upright. And when our caufe 

pas is 
®Exod. 33. 33. FIfaiah 64.9. TPhal.g.5. § Phil. 35. 27- 
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- And this isthe confidence we have’ that it 
we afk any thing in his name, and according 
to his-will, he heareth ust. | 
2. ‘The next thing in the. prayer before 
as is, that the God of Ifrael who dwelt be 
tween the cherubims would /hine forth : But 
the time is fo far fpent, that I mutt leave 
this, with the ‘other ‘articles ‘of prayer to 
teifetafternoon.*: 8% los Appt gay on) 

-© To conclude therefore at prefent. 
_ As this is a day fet apart by authority 
for humiliation and prayer; andias we are 

- under the rebukes of Divine» Providence, 

and dark and threatning clouds hang over 
our nation, and oversthefe colonies in Ame- 
rica, and over this in particular: And as 


there are many mercies and favours to afk, 
"more efpecially at this feafon of the year, 


with refpe& to our Hufbandry, our Fifhery, 
our Manufaétures, our Trade and Merchan- 
‘dize ; fo ‘let us in all the humiliations, de- 
precations, and prayers of this day, andat 
all times, view the great andthe bleffed God 
‘in all his amiable «and inviting charaéters ; 
and fuch efpecially as our text prefents us 
with, that may encourage us to pray, and 

excite faith in our’prayers. — 
“Thus det us eye the great God as the 
thepherd of his people ; and’ as the Lord: 
| our 

+ John 34. 44, ¥ John 4. 36. 


; ted upon a throne of 
1 we are invited Pye oe 
tain mercy and find grace to 
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of teed. Behold the holy 
| him, ready to go forth and 
‘of his church and peo- 
ny to do ther wrong. 
s behold the angels of 


ple; and not fuffer at 
Here we do as it w 
the Lord encamping r< 
and delivering them 


= But then in the laft place, Let us in our 


fo we are to view Him in our prayers, as 
the God who can direét us in all our ways, 
who ‘can by his fpiritual and providential 
prefence, difpel the darknefs that is fcattered 
jn our paths, and deliver us from the per- 
‘plexities and encumbrances that are in our 
‘ways, and lead us in the paths of righteouf- 
nefs and peace. 

( And 


® Phi. 34. 7 


,ail Our cries to 

ft be accompa- 

ion of our fins, 

s efpecially, with abhor- 
, and refolutions by. divine 
d forfake them ; and to have 
no 


Ho 1 more’ ‘to do with “te corrupt and-evil 
‘practices, that are fo offenfive to God, and 
which hinder good things from eoming to us. 

“Moreover, Let us-ufe this argument with 
God i in pleats to hear our cries, . 


of help, and that he alone « can n help us, that 
‘with him alone is the ftrength, the wifdom 
and the goodnefs that we need. Here then 
we mult plead our own weaknefs and want 
‘of wifdom, and liablenefs to err ; and that 
if God fhould leave us to ourfelves, we 
fhall be likely to commit fome fatal mif- 
takes in our public affairs ;_ that whilft we 
are ftruggling. for Liberty, we fhall be in 
danger of faftning fome chains of flavery 
ape us, and our -pofterity. 

Moreover, We muft plead our abfolute 
dependance upon God for life and health, 
for food and raiment, and all the astaforts 
of life both for ourfelves,and for our fami- 
lies ; and fo muft plead with Him to hear 
‘our’cries, and caufe his eye to be upon us 
for good, from the beginning of the year 
to the end of the fame. 
~ And here alfo we muft plead our cove- 
nant relation to God ; that he is our God, 
and was our Fathers God ; that they chofe 
him for their God; and gave up themfelves 
‘and their pofterity to him; and therefore 

in 
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came even to thedding of blood ; which. 
blood lately ran down the ftreets of our. 


capital, and which is now crying to. God: 
from the ground, and waiting for a frie: 
and an impartial inquifition*, For. as the. 
great and holy God himfelf will fooner or- 


later make inquifition for blood ; fo he re- 
quires it of all fuch as rule by and under 
him. Finally here, if ever we would plead- 
with God to any purpofe, we mutt be fatis- 
fied with the righteoufnels of our caufe,aind 
be able to plead that with God, for any re- 
drefs we look to him for. We muft appeal 
to God with the Pfalmift for the-juftice and 
equity of our caufe. Hear me when I call, 
O God of my righteoufne/s, or of my righte- 
ous caufe.t We muft fee that we have a 
righteous caufe, or we fhall not dare to 
bring it to God : We muft refer our caufe 
and the caufe of this people to the decifion 
of Him who is the righteous Lord, and 
Joveth righteoufnefs. And we may plead 
with the Pfalmift, Pf35. 23, 24. Stir up thy 


felf and awake to my judgment, even unto 


my caufe, my God, and my Lord. Judge 
me O Lord according to thy righteoufnefs. 
AMEN. 


bite oa 
* The evening after the sth of March, when three 


ne 
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Perfons were fhot dead’upon the fpot ; and feveral- 


more wounded, two of whom died quickly of their 
wounds, ? Pal. 4.3. 
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dwells between the cherubims; who goes 
before Ephraim, and Benjamin and Manaffab.. 
II. I have begun to confider the Prayer 
itfelf, in and by which he addreffes himfelf 
to God, for his church and people, in their 
dark and rroieeiee ae. shyt the only 
thing I have already confidered is the plea 
with God that he would give ear, that he 
would hear and anfwer the petitions he was 
about to offer unto him: From whence I 
fet forth, that in our prayers we muft plead 
with God to hear us when we call, and an- 
{wer and do according to all that we feck 
unto him and call upon him for. In which 
we may plead our own weaknefs and infuffi- 
ciency, as well as the fulnefsand all-fuffici- 
ency there isinGod. The near relation we 
ftand in to him, that he is our God, and 
we are his people. We may alfo plead his 
goodnefs in general, his promifes, his former 
loving kindneffes ; and efpecially muaft we 
be able to plead,that our caufe is a good and 
righteous caufe: But above all muft we peas 
the infinite merits and worthinefs of our 
Lord Jefus Chrift ; in whofe name alone we ~ 
come, and upon whofe account alone we 
may hope to be heard and anfwered. 
I now proceed, 
2. To confider the next petition in the 
prayer of our text: And that is, that God 
would 


Sina dark chit 
igen} public affairs 
their temporal, political, or 

religious 


” 


ee 


t 4° 3 
acligious.interefts | They are befet or threat 


ned ae enemies, or they have inteftine 
jarrs-and divifions among themfelves, divid- 


= in their fchemes, difconcerted in their : 


mealures ; ; and their way may be fo hedged 


up, that all help and e Aefoge fails them. They - 


ook on the right hand and on the left, -but 
‘there i is none to fave ; nor does ahy doot of 
‘hope open to them; and thereis fuch dark-. 
nefs {eattered in sheit paths, that they kastiw 
not what ro do. 

- Well now what can be done in Fach ah, 
a to repair to. the divine Oracle, and -look 
‘and cry to him who dwelleth between the 
ccherubims, that be. would thine forth,- with 
Bi power ans | goodnefs to fupport, protect 

he: and. wich:his: : goretie to 


perity. ‘When the Moabites and Ltepnith, 
‘and a multitude with them, . invaded the 
land:of Judah, Jehofhaphar. the king pleads 
with God in »prayer, faying, We have no 
might againft this great company, neither 
know.we what todo ; but oureyesare upon 
thee.* This is for the comfort and fafety 
of the people of God, that altho’ they are 
oftentimes in the dark, and know not what 
to do; that their Ged is never in. the dark, 

nor 


e Chron. 20. r2, 


pan eA a eee Reto 
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a 
myers 


s [ 4x ] 

fs what to do, for the protector 
ety of his people. God is light, and 
4 sno darknefs at all. He | 
lin counfel, as well as excellent in 
ng g: there is no wifdom, nor counfel, 


ss 


indet anding againft-t d ‘that fhall 


ain 5 ete 
. ‘ ‘would dire the pub- 
Is of ations and of provinces ; 
fea -darknefs i in their 


th of duty and 
unite: all patties 


é of erodble, fea and 
t melteth, and the 
* her, and all faces gather 
o Dhareted’ into palenefs, from 
‘expefation of fome approaching 
amity ; or if a people are 
ch troubles that they cannot 
of them.; but all is gloomy and 
= ey : F | dark 


: 


iat le att alas al 
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Yarlobefore them: What can they do better at 

fuch a. time than to cry to hin who dwells — 
between the cherubims, to fhine forth’ to 
remove their-troubles,to {catter their gloomy 
fears, to difpel the difmal: profpetts, and. fill 
them with light,and peace,and all profperity : 
_ What a dark and gloomy day was it with 
the Jews in their-captivity, when there was 
a decree (by the influence of wickedHaman) 
fent forth from the Perfian monarch, to kill 
and.to caufe to perifh, all the Jews, young 
and old, little’ children and women, in one 
day»; and to take the fpoil of them’ for a 
-prey®. And as. the a -complained to 
iheKing, that they were fold,to be deftroyed, 
to be flain, and to perifh}.° But upon their © 
fatting with humble and. fervent prayer, he 
who-dwelt between the cherubims did fhine 
forth ; and by bis wife and merciful over- 
ruling providence, brought light out of all 
that darknefs.: For thedeath and deftruction 
that was denounced againft them, was bro’t 
upon-their great enemy, anid his houfe: And 
as for the Jews, inftead of being killed, and 
flain, and deftroyed, and made to perifh,they 
hadlight and gladnefs, joy and honourt, 
And that day which was appointed for the 


flaughter of all the Jews throughout the 


huidicd and feven and twenty provinces of 
the © 


ogh* Efther 3. 12. fog. 4 ft 3.: 366 
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ails ehis bend, f meal 
‘d Pilees's ‘inan eminently glo- 
ine forth, as from between 
sy when he thines forth in the | ; 
on Jefus Chrift,and in the clear “a 
- gofpel. And in nothing does | 
Pof the Lord fhine forth fo brightly : 
id by Jefus Chrift. For he is the 
of his Father’s glory, and the ex- 
eof his perfon: He is the image 
invifible God, and in him dwells all 
= F2 the 
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the fulnefs of theGodhead bodily. Accords 
ingly fays Chrift, they who have feen. me, 
have feen the Father.* Now as it is the gof- 
pel that reveals Jefus Chrift and. his glory to 
us ; fo whenever God is,pleafed.to fend his 
gofpel among a people, and caufes the clear 


‘and the true light thereof to fhine among 


them ; then may it be faid, that he who 
dwells between the cherubims fhines forth. 
Says Chrift, Iam the light of the world ; 
he. that believeth in me fhall not walk in 
darknefs, but shall have the light of life.t 
And wherever the gofpel comes, fhines and 
prevails ; there the fon of righteoufnefs a- 
rifes with healing in his wings: And the ig- 
norant heathen who dwelt in darknefs and 
in the region of the fhadow of death, faw a 
great light, which {caters the darknefs of 
heathenifh ignorance and error ; and they 
were brought outof darknefs into marvels 
lous light. t ; 

Again, when the church of God is be- 
clouded, and darkned with antichriftian er- 
rors, fuperftition and idolatry, fo that the 
true light, the light of truth and grace cane 
not fhine through, then God may be faid to 
fhine forth from between the cherubims, 
when he canfes the light of the glorious gof- 
pel in all the divine do@rines and duties 

thereof, 


* John 14. 9. poJoln 8.12, © fs Pet. a 9 


aloufies, dife 
among a people, either 
ar civil nature; when religi+ 
h among perfons, 
each other,and 
charitable com 


enathere: are ci- 


ose esi — corsa 
nd their colonies; when nations 
; look with a jealous eye upon 
ing colonies ; And when on the 
the colonies think hard of fome 
thatare Jaid uponthem,by which 
friendly intercourfe and mutual 


eis much interrupted and abated— 
if 


eg. 


ruil 


If God: appears in fuch dark times to the na» 
tioiis and colonies, and leads them into fuch 
wife and righteous meafures on both fides, 
that all their fears and jealoufies vanifh,their 
refentments fink and die away, and love 
and harmony, as well as a mutual profitable 
commerce returns: Then may God be faid 
to fhine forth as from between the cheru- 
bims ro fuch a people. And fo far as there 
are any fuch difcords or darknefs between 
our mother country and her colonies, we 
would this day cry unto God,that he would 
be merciful to us, and caufe his face thus to 
fhine upon us. — Lie 45 
Finally here, when any poor foul is bro’t 
out of a ftate of fin and guilt, into a ftate of 
grace and favour with God, by the almighty 
fpirit fhining into his foul, turning him 
from darknefs to light, and fromthe power 
of fatan unto God; then God fhines from 
the mercy feat, and from between the che- 
rubims. So when a poor gracious foul who 
feareth the Lord and obeyeth the voice of his 
fervant, yet walketh in darknefs and hath 
no light ; is full of gloomy thoughts, and 
diftreffing fears ; andGod fcatters thefe clouds 
that lieupon the minds of his faints, lifts up 
the light of his countenance upon them, and 
fills them with peace and joy in believing ; 
then he who dwells between the cherubims 
fhines forth. And 


vil + oy ben how hice 
cate themfelves : thatGod would 
ight upon contending parties; 
-meek and peaccasle dif- 
‘real grievances may be’ re- 
eC all ftrife and ‘contention may die 
je A fry in this we pray, that 

€ there is the external light of the gof- 
sam au - proteftants) there may be the 

jlluminations of the divine fpirit ; 
he who caufed the. light to fhine 
knefs at firft,would fhiae into mens 
give them the light of the know- 
‘the glory of God,in the face of Jefus 
ift: And that every truly gracious foul 

at walks j in daiknefs, may have the light 
of 
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of God's countenance lifted upon him, and 
she joy of God’s falvation reftored to him.” 
_ g. Let us now confider the next petition 
in the text, Stir up thy firength, and 

. comeand faveuss 
Hraet was, as I have hinted, in very diffi- 
cult, perplexed circumftances, at the time 
this pfalm was compofed. They were fed 
with the bread of tears, and had tears to 
drink. They wereat ftrife with their neigh> 
bours, and their enemies laughed at them, 
and among themfelves, 5 & 6 verfes. “Theit 
hedges of defence: were broken down; and 
all that paffed by plucked at them ; the boar 
out of the wood wafted them: and the wild 
beafts of the field devoured them, 12 & 13 
verfes.. And it was quite beyond their own 
power to defend themfelves ; or to extricate 
themfelves out of the difficulties they were 
involved in. And-God fo withdrew the in- 
terpofitions of his power, as brought them 
into a declining ftate, and they feemed laid 
open to all manner of calamities, without 
frength or power toavoid them : therefore 
the Pfalmift prays that God would awake, 
that he would ftir up his ftrength and come 
and fave them. They were not able in their 
ewn ftrength to cope with their enemies, or 
with otherdifficulties they might be involved 
in; and therefore the Pfalmift pleads with 
God 


sw ‘world into: being by 
ar his power, has every Pala 
al nature at his command: So that 
do j it: what he pleafes in thearmics 
aven, and among the inhabitants of the 

He is the God of armies, neither is 
ywamber of hiscarmies: He can 
1oft defpicable infe&s with fuch 
s force that all the ftrengthof maa 
nd before them. Locuft and cas 
3, and cankerworms, and frogs, and 
flies 
Plats 62.21, t Pale 247.:5.-- t Job 40. fe 


{ # 
files and lice, have been ie forth in fuck 
mighty armies, that the proudeft and the 
hardieft. monarehs with all the power of 
their kingdom could not refift or repel, 
The elements are all, fo athis command, that 
he can make ufe of hein juft as he pleafes. 
Fireand hail, {now and vapours, and ftormy 
winds, all fulfill his word* And to go. 
fetes fill, let me fay, that even the very 
hearts of the children of men are under his 
almighty power and influence, to turn and 
change as he pleafes. Yea the very heart of 
kings and monarchs, thofe grand hinges upon 
which the great affairs of kingdoms and em- 
pires turn, are in his hands. The kings heart 
zs in the hand of the Lord; as the rivers of . 
waters, be turneth it whitherfoever be 
will. + 
_ 2, Whenever God fhall ftir up bid ftrength, 
" ai can do every thing for the falvation and 
deliverance of his church and people. 

The eyes of the Lord run to and fro thro’ 
the whole earth, to fhew himfelf ftrong in 
behalf of them whofe heart is perfeét to- 
wards him.t Sometimes God feems to neg- 
Je&t or forget his people for a while, and 
fuffers their enemies to prevail, and many — 

' evils and calamities come upon them, by 
which they are brought low: But whenGod | 
 @rifes) 


* Pel. 18/8. of Prov.or. x. ° f 2 Chron, 16. 9. 
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&rifes to plead the caufe of his people, then 
their enemies featter ;and they that hate him, 
or his people,are made to fice before them. 
It is in God’s power to pluck up and pull 
down; or to fet up and advance a nation and 
people, a_ kingdom or country, juft as he 
pleafes.. When God purpofes to thew fa- 
your to anation or people to fave them 


, or from any other judgment or 
calamity, anc put them into a ftate of peace 
and profperity ; he has innumerable ways 
‘to do it; and by fome means or other he 
will effe@tually bring it to pafs. When God 
undertakes for his people, and is pleafed to 
ftir up, and put forthhis Mrength and power 
for them, no weapon or defign formed 
‘againft them can profper. He can detect 
all fecret plots and coyerivances: he can 
~_overfet all their fchemes, and defeat them in 
all their enterprizes. Indeed fometimes God 
 faffers the enemies of his church to prevail 
~ for a while : and for the fins of his ewn 
people, he wilt as it were ftand by, and 
uffer them to be brought low, that at 
ength his power and the merciful interpo- 
- fitions of his providence may be the more. 
confpicuous: but whet the time, the fer . 
time to favour his people, and their righteous 
ieaule, thall come ; then God will awake <s 
: G2 
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~ gfighty man for their help + and will take 
fome effectual methods for their relief ; and 
won't fuffer the rod of the wicked to reft-too, 
Jong upon the lot of the righteous, leaft the 
tighteous fhould put forth their hands to 
iniquity.* And as God has innumerable 
waysto bring about his purpofes in favour of 
his people, fo he oftentimes does it in ways 
leaft thought of by them. An by fuch 
weak and unpromifing inftruments, that the. 
excellency of the power may be of God, 
and not of mant; that no flefh thould glory 
- jn his prefence. By whom Jhall facob arife ? 
for he is fmall. Why, he fhall arife by the 
ftrength, and the arms of his hands fhall be 
made ftrong, by the hands of. the mighty. 
God of Jacobi. . Mich, wee a ftrong and 
| mighty hand did God bring “Tfrael out of. 
Feypt, that houfe, of bondage ? and carry — 
them thro’ the howling wildernets. to the; # 
promifed land? Soi i 
‘And was it not the fame divine power 
and goodnefs which bro’t our fore-fathers 
over the great and the wide fea, into this. | 
howling wildernefs, that proteéted them in. 4 
their infant ftate, & has preferved them and 
fs to this very day? And whenever God 
fhall fir up his ftrength and. power in our 
~ behalf, he will fave us from the judgments _ 
- : thar 
® Pla. veg. 4. + Amos7. 2 fGen. 49. 24 
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 gmfighty man for their help: and will take 
fome effe@tual methods for their relief ; and 
won't fuffer the rod of the wicked to reft too, 
Jong upon the lot of the righteous, leaft the 
tighteous fhould put forth their hands ta 
iniquity.* And as God has innumerable 
ways to bring about his purpofes in favour of 

_ his people, fo he oftentimes does it in ways 
Jeaft thought of by them. And. by fuch 
weak and unpromifing inftruments, that the. 
excellency of the power may be of God, 

; and not of manf;, that no ficfh fhould glory 
? - in his prefence. By whom /hall Jacob arije ? 
3 for he is fmall. Why, he thall arife by the 
S* ftrength, and the arms of his hands fhallbe 
made ftrong, by the hands of the mighty. 

% God of Jacobt. With what a ftrong and 
- , mighty hand did God bring. Ifrael out of 
Egypt, that houfe of bondage ? and carry 
them thro’ the howling wildernels. to the. 
promifed land? 

And was it not the fame divine power 

and goodnefs which bro’t our fore-fathers 

over the great and the wide fea, into this 

howling wildernefs, that proteéted them in 
ce their infant ftate, & has preferved them and 
7 fs to this very day? And whenever God 
fhall ftir up his ftrength and power in our 
~ ‘behalf, ‘he will fave us from the judgments _ 
6 that 
© Plal. voy.4. + Amos7. 2. tf Gen. 49. 24 


oe ¥ yet he expeéts, a seapires 
aye feek to him for it in oe way 
fervent prayer. Now re- 
snot oP eet for his own fake, 
urs and the reft of mankind’; that 
be feen and. acknowledged,and: pro- 
{és be returned to him from. thofe 
nave received any remarkable anfwer of 
ayers, God is able and ready at any 
elieve his people; but he will be 
of to do it forthem. And: people 
s go without the divine help, be- 
y don’t feck: to him for it as they 
‘Ye have not, becaufe ye afk not.* 
¢ refore when God would prepare his 
people 


{43 
people for any falvation from him, he does 
it by’ putting them upon prayer ; and by 
pouring out a fpirit of prayer and fupplica~- 
tion uponthem. 
~ athly. Let us confider the other petition 
in the ‘text, viz. That God would turn us 
again, and caufe his face to fhine. 

Now if the children of Ifrael were in cap- 
tivity at that time, as fome fuppofe, then we 
may underftand that God would turn or 
férurn their captivity : And indeed the deli- 
verance out of any trouble, is a turning ; 
yea a turning our captivity. Thus when 
God brought Job out of his fore affliftions, 
it is faid, the Lord turned the captivity of 
Job. + But we may confider the words in a 
yeligious ‘fpiritual fenfe, as a turning them 
from their fins to God again from whom 
‘they*had revolted. And whether this be 
the meaning of the Pfalmift in this place or 
not, yet it is in itfelfa great truth, that in 
praying to God to ftir up his ftrength and 
come and fave us; we muft alfo pray to him 
‘that he would turn us from all our fins unto 
‘himfelf, as the beft preparative for obtaining 
his fpecial favour in other regards. : 

Here it may be faid, 

1. That for the moft part, if not always, 
when God-fuffers his church and people to 
vig fall 

# Job 42. 19 
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 which'they have fallen into. For thi 
may lay down as a rule, that it is fin and 
nothing elfe that feparates between us and 
our God, and that hides his face from us. 

- 2, We cannot reafonably expect God to 
appear for his people, and ftir up his ftrength 
and fave them ; unlefs they repent and turn 
=a from their fins. cath see }ASEEt 
«Tt is fin that begets the conitroverfy. be» 
tween God and his people ; and fo long as 
3 eople continue obftinate in fin, they, have 
a on to think that God's anger 
will be turned away from them ; bur that 


his hand is and. will be ftretched out Ahh 
Indeed God does fometimes remove.(as. we 
ay ~ may 


* 4 Chron: 15. 3. 
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aay’ fappofe) fome prefent judgment or ca 
Jamity,even although there be not‘a fincere 
repenting and turning to God : But when- 
ever this is‘the cafe, the confequence will 
be, that forer and ‘heavier judgments will : 
come upon them afterwards: for God will 
remember all their swickednefs,and at length 
feven-times heavier judgments ‘fhall come 
upon them. So that we cannot upon any 
jut grounds expect that God will hear us 
when we'call,'and thine forth, and ftir up 
his ftrength, and come and fave us, if we 
don’t turn from our fins unto God. For 
the people turneth not to him that fmiteth, 
neither'do they feek the Lord of hofts + here- 
fore the Lord will.cut off from Ifrael head 
and tailybranchandrufhinone day.* 
3. Afinful people need much of the divine 

delp and influence in their turning to God. 
For altho’ every. man’s reafon will tell 
him that it is his duty, intereft and fafety to 
repent of his fins & turn toGod ; yet alas | 
fach is the depravity of our nature, and the 
corruption of our hearts, and the power of 
our lufts, thatwith all our reafoning meerly 
of itfelf, we cannot find in our hearts to 
refolve and ftrive in good earneft againft our 
fins, fo'as to renounce and forfake them, and 
zurn to God withall our hearts. There is 
3 


* Tfaiah 9, 14) 14. 


ver one without fome fpecial aff | 
the divine fpirit’’ > And thereforey* ~ 
4 We mult make: this a fpecial article of 
Our prayer to God, as ever’ we would obtain 
his favor, that he would turn us again. ¥ = 
© We mutt pray with the prophet}, ‘Turn, 
thou me and I thall be turned, for thow are 
the Lord my God.) We muft bez of God 
that he would put forth his power and grace 
 foas effettually to turn us from all our fins. 
We mutt intreat of him fo to ftir up ‘his 
 fttength, as to work a gracious change in our 
hearts, and beget within us a-dee> fenfe of 
_ the crying fins that are among us, and that 
he would pour out a fpirit of repentance 
and reformation upomall orders of men, 
and that we may be turned every one fronr 
— H his 
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bis iniquity. - And if God thall granteus this 
fequelt; it will be the beft token for good 
unto-us : For we may depend upon it, that 
if God fhall grant-us this repentance, and 
turn us again to himfelf, we /hall be faved. 
Turn us again, O God! and caufe thyjface 
to fhine upon us, and we fhall be faved. 
-Which’ leads me to the third and laft 
general head to be confidered, viz. 
UL That if God will-but thus turn us | 
to himfelf, and caufe his face’ to fhine 
uponus, we fhall be faved. 
“Ifa backfliding people are by the power 
and grace of God turned to him, his face 
will fhine upon them ; and if his face does 
but thine upon them, they fhall be faved. 
Saved from divine wrath; and from divine 
judgments, which they are under, or which 
hang over them, and are ready to fall heavy 
upon them. God will then undertake for 
them, and efpoufe their caufe, and deliver 
them out of all their difficulties, and from 
all that is their-fear.. If a people “be tho- 
roughly turned unto God, God will fmile 
and fhine upon them, and fave them, from 
their enemies, from dreadful earthquakes, 
from mortal ficknefs-and. famine, yea and 
from every defolating judgment, and their 
God; even their.own God will blefs them 
with temporal and with {piritual bleflings. 
$s =. But 
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But I may not. enlarge upon this head, have 
ing taken up fo much es in the 
xe aS ae 
effe@ually turned toGod, is abundantly con- 
firmed by all the exceeding great and preci- 
"the gofpel ; and the peopl 


people in particular. 


And here let me fay, 
+ 4. We are a part of the eburch and peo- 
ple of God, who have God for their fhep- 
herd, to lead and feed them. 
We are defcended from thofe who were 
in covenant with God, and who gave up us 
their children to God in our infancy, and 
many of us have renewed thiscovenant, and 
taken the facred bonds thereof upon our- 
felves : So that we are vifibly and by pro- 
feflion the people of God, and he is our 
God, our fhepherd, which as it implies great 
and glorious privileges, fo it implies many 
"duties ftriGly to be regarded by us. For if 
H 2 we 


4 
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vids 


guide, a friend anda father to-us ;, our cat= 
riage towards him, mutt be with all that-holy 


fidence,which becomes towardsfuch an infi- 
nitely-glo ous being, who admits us to ftand 


in fuch a near and bleffed telation to him., 
2. We have fadly,fhamefully backilidden 
and turned away from Gods su ce. ste O88 
We have in-a very: Fd degree committed 
the two abominable evils, at which the very 
heavens may well be aftonifhed.—We have 
been forfaking God the fountain.of livi 
waters ; and been hewing to. ourfelves: if 
ters, broken cifterns, that can hold no, water. 
What a general -forfaking is there of God 
and the things of God >And what a run-. 
ning after the world and the things that are- 
in the world? Oh! Whata proud and what 
a worldly fpirit prevails, and how do thofe 
lufts carry men to envy and jealoufy,to fraud 
and injuftice, to. extortion and oppreflion, 
to ftrife and contention? And -how much 
is there of lewdnefs, fornication, and fuck 
grofs uncleannefs, as well as light and wan- 
ton behaviour? How have profane curfing 
and {weating, yea and horrible perjuries apr 
pear'd among us. When in the days of our 
fore-fathers we have been told there was 
{carce 
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fearce a profane oath heare 
And how does intemper 
gaming prevail, deftroy 

and wealth of the pec 
eur ruin. Moreove 
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Moreover, We have -reafon tolament 


that fecret prayer is fadly neglected by many 
of our young people? and: may we not fear 
it even of others, who have caft off fear and 
reftrained prayer before God ? And will not 
the clofets of fome that frould witnefs for 
_ their devotion, teftify to their horrible neg- 
— de&? And truly may it not be faid that fin 
~ and wickednefs has gotten fuch head in fome 
_ places-of the land, that men are afhamed to 
~ appear openly and boldly again{t the fins of 


S relrgrou? 3. We 


the times, and in the caufe of God and of | 
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~ 3. Wemay conclude God js angry at us 
for thefe our fintul declenfions, and fo brings 
dark and difficult times over us. It isa day of 
darknefs & gloominefs, both with our nation 
at home, and with ourfelves. And what 
better can be expetted for them or us, whilit 
they and we indulge fo many provoking 
evils among us ? Shall I not vifit for thefe 
things, faith the Lord, fhall I not be avenged 
on fuch a nation and. people as this ?*. In- 
deed the dark and gloomy ftate of our na- 
tion and thefe colonies don’t arife (as moft 
commonly they have done) from wars with 
great and mighty nations, who have threat- 
ned or attempted ourdeftruétion : For thro’ 
the kind providence of God, we are not at 
war with any nation that I know of : Nei- 
ther do-our dark and difficult times arife from 
any remarkable judgments that come more 
immediately from the hand of God ; fuch 
as earthquakes, thunder, lightnings, ftorms, 
peftilence, famine, and the like: For bleffed 
beGod thro’ his abundant goodnefs, we were 
fcarce ever more free from thofe judgments. 
But alas the dark & threatning clouds which 
hang over England and America, are what 
they and we have caufed. Difcontents and 
difcords, together with their and our: fins, 
are what have raifed fuch a mift, fuchablack 
and > 


a Jer. §- > 
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and dark cloud, which hangs over both thiem 
and us. 
God for the fins of a “pil oftentimes: 
fends or fuffers an evil’ fpirit to go forth, — 
between rulers themfelves, or between rulers 
and the people,as in the days of Abimelech*. 
And. whenever an evil fpirit’prevails, fuch as 
a {pirit of prideand ambition, a worldly, cars 
nal and felfith fpirit, by which men look 
‘more at their own wealth, honour, eafe or 
pleafure, than at the public good ; and when 
with thefe, is mixed a fpirit of envy, jealoufy, 
difcontent, murmuring and the like, what 
ean be expected bur that love, peace and or= 
der will be deftroyed among fuch a people? 
and that contention, confufion and everyvevil 
work thould break forth among them? From 
whence come wars and fightings, come they 
not hence even of your lufts, which war in 
your memberst? When we read of scivit 
wars that have been in nations ; and: what 
was in our own nation a little more than @ 
century paft ; and confider the prevalency 
of thofe lufts which caufe cOfitention ; we 
may well, and many @ one does tremble to 
think what God in his rightéous anger may: 
fuffer to come upon us. . - Wherefore,» 
- athly. Let_us earneftly feck and cry to 
God, thathe the 7 and the er 
an 
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and who dwells between the cherubims, 
would fhine forth, ftir up his ftrength, and 
Someta fave wag te OS 

/ Werily our*help is in) the name of the 
Lord, who hath made heaven ard’ earth.* 
Oh ! then to the great, and the good fhep- 
herd and faviour of his people, let us go 
with our humble and fervent praycr, for our 
nation and ourlands 9 St 
~- Humiliation and prayer is the very buf 
nefs of the day: Let us then in a deep fenfe 
of the fins of the nation, and of the land, 
and of the deep fhare we ourfelves have in 
the common guilt, cry toGod, that he would 
give ear, and that he would be attentive to 
the voice of our fupplications. We have becn 
calling uponGod in our public, and! truft and 
hope alfo in our family and fecret devotions ; 
and now let us plead withGod that he would 
not turn away our prayers, nor his mercy 
from us.———And let us continue inftant in 
prayer, that he who dwells between the che- 
rubims would fhine forth with his “divine 
and gracious iffuences, for eftablithing the 
throne in‘tighteoufnefs, and mercy, and fup- 
porting and lengthening out the precious life 
and reign of our gracious Sovereign King: 
George the third, in great mercy and favour 
to the whole Britifh empire. And that his 
minifters 


pe 
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and the parliam it, that srand ¢ 
the nation, may be furnithed w' 
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and zeal to deteét, and fupprefs any corrup- 


tions there may be among any ranks and 
orders of men in govern jent ; and that 
while they are jealous” for the prerogative 
of the Crown, the may have a tende and 
zealous concern fe ‘the rights, liberties and 
pra : sof the people: ‘And that they may 

éfo in! ee onr between the cherubims, 
#5 to underftand and always keep in mind, 
that the original & grand defign of civil go 
vernment, was Hot to inrich and aggrandize 
@ ¢ertain number of perfons: but to protect 
the rights and properties, lives and liberties 


of the people'in' general. And that God - 


would fo’ thie forth, as to-give rtlers and 
others to fee, that when the grand and go- 
verning view of any in power is’ to make 
themfelves rich and great, by laying heavy 
and unreafonable burdens upon the people, 
one great and good defign of civil go- 
Yernment is perverted. 

And nay God fo fhine forth upon all in 
government, that they may have not only a 
ficred regard to the MaguaCharta of Great- 


Britain : but to the Magna Charta given by’. 


| the great God to» mankind, containing the 
© sights*and privileges,as well as duties of hu- 
| ott man 
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man nature. And efpecially to the Magna 

Charta of the gofpel,which we and all chri- 

ftians are under ; according to which it is © 
expected that they who exercife lordthip and 
authority over others, fhould be benefactors*. 
And the declared defign of all in office from 
the higheft to the lowelt, is to be the mint 
fiers of God for good}. Ob! How carneftly 
then fhould we pray for kings and forall in 

authority, that God who puts them in fuch 
high and difficult {tations of life, would give 
his judgments and his righteoufnefs unto 
them. ctl 

. But then we fhould. pray for the people 

as well as for the rulers: That God would 
fhine forth fo as to inlighten, inftrua& and 

incline them to all the honour, fubjeétion. 

and obedience they owe to the civil rulers, 
and to the laws and ordinances made by 

them. That they may be kept from fedition 

and rebellion, from unreafonable difcontents 

and murmurings ; and that they may fear 

God and honour the king, and governors as 

fent by him, and that they may fubmit to 

every lawful ordinance of man for the Lord's 

fake, leading quiet and peaceable lives in all 

godlinefs and honefty : And at the fame time 

thathe would fofhineupon & enlightenthe 

people, that they may underftand the juft 

bounds — 


! @ Luke 22. 25, + Ram. 14. 4 
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| fo interpofe and influence the higher 
powers thatthefame may be repealed: & that 
every right and good law, eftablifhed by pro-- 
per authority, may be heartily received and 
readily obeyed by the people ;. and fo all 
contentions, and fo much as the beginnings 
of them may ceafe, and peace and harmony 
‘among all orders may be reftored and efta~ 
blifhed. vf 
Finally, Let ws not in the midft of any 
political debates, forget to pray for other 
great and neceflary bleflings. O may God 
‘be merciful unto us and blefs us, and caufe 
his face to fhine upon us, with refpect to 
the advancing feafons of the year: that we 
may have fummer as wel] as winter, that we 
may have feed time, and harveft, rains and 
fhinesand fruitful feafons thro’ the fummer: . 
that he would preferve the fruit of the trees, 
and the fruit of.the ground, from devouring 
2 infects, 


Gofeas, from droughts and frofts, from blafts 


ings and mildews:. thathe would fline upon coe 


the trade, the handy work, the merchandize 
and fifhery, as wellas hufbandry of out 
land : aad that God-even our God may blefs 
WS. Boge Vhereforey:- et eee 
_ gthly. And to clofe all. Let us pray 
earneftly and above all, that God would by 
his almighty fpirit and grace turn ws again 
to himfelf, and. we fhall be faved. 
_ J have hinted +. upon fome accounts it 
_ isa dark time with us: And here may 1 not 
fay that the grievous finful backflidings of 
God’s profefling people isthe darkeft article 
againft us.. For this ftirs up the divine ans 
ger, and expofes to every judgment. And 

{o long as we continue obftinate in: finswith- 


out a reformation, there is no calamity but 


we have reafon to fear. This then is the. © 


firft, and the great thing we fiiould be im- 
portunate for, with God this day, that God 
would-pour out a fpirit of repentance and: 
reformation upon this people. Thiswould 
be comprchenfive of every -blefling, and the | 
beft token for good that we can haves Ob? 
then let us carneftly cry unto him, who 
dwells between the cherubims, that he would. 
now fo fhiné forth with his light & grace,as 
may convince us all of our finful backflid=) 
ings and departures frem him 5 and thathe — 

would 


: se M ne . 
privileges and liberties, faved from { 
famine or war, and be filled with p 
health and plenty ; yea we fhall be faved 

not only with 2 temporal but with an eternal 
falvation. Well then as the requeft is re- 
peated over and over again in our context, 
fo let us repeatedly and carneftly cry and 
plead with God this day, and fay as in the 
jaft verfe, Turn us again, O Lord God oF 
Hotts, caufe thy face to fhine, and we thal 
be faved, 
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